178        THE LIFE OF GENERAL BOOTH      [CHAP.

you would count it extravagant enthusiasm, or wild senti-
mentalism. ...

Your Tuesday's notes arrived safe, and I was rejoiced by
both to hear of the continued prosperity of the work, though
sorry you were so worn out; I fear the effect of all this excite*
ment and exertion upon your health, and though I would not
hinder your usefulness, I would caution you against an in-
judicious prodigality of your strength.

Remember a long life of steady, consistent, holy labour will
produce twice as much fruit as one shortened and destroyed
by spasmodic and extravagant exertions; be careful and spar-
ing of your strength when and where exertion is unnecessary.

I have thought much about the New Connexion, and I am
sorry you propose being decided by what the quarterly meet-
ing may do, because I do not see what that has to do with
the future. ...

I think, dearest, if you would sit down deliberately and take
both sides of the question into consideration, and in the fear of
God decide according to your best judgment, you would save
yourself much unnecessary anxiety and vacillation. Decide
independent of the quarterly meeting; it is for the future you
are to think and act, not for the present; then decide for the
future, uninfluenced by the present, trusting in God to clear
the way and fit you for the position, if the step be agreeable
to His will. If our prospects fail here, our path being blocked
up, and the interests of our family demand it, I will brave all
the trials of the voyage and the climate and cheerfully accom-
pany you across the Atlantic, because then I should feel ** Well,
we tried the only path conscientiously open to us in our native
land and it failed; therefore if evil befall us we shall be sus-
tained by the belief that it is in the path of duty ^and in the
order of Providence "; whereas if we fail to try this door and
our prospects darken, I shall always think we missed our way.

I was truly sorry to hear of the ground which Satan has
chosen from which to attack you; 1 appreciate your confidence
in opening your heart to me as I know you would not to an-
other in the world, and as a " faithful friend is the medicine
of life, and he who fears the Lord shall find one/' 1 must try
to help you to search your heart and encourage you to look for
the victory over self which your Saviour has promised you.

You ask if such feelings as you refer to are not evidences of
a bad heart. I answer, they are evidences of a partially un-
sanctified one; and, my Love, just in proportion to your satis-
faction in the simple fact of God being glorified and souls being
saved, by any instrument whatsoever, 'just so far is your eye
single and your motive pure in your own individual efforts.
Try yourself, dearest, by this standard rather than by your
feelings in the excitement of a prayer meeting when you are the